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Welcome to Faith Lutheran
We are a community of Faith, growing in Christ, sharing God’s love.

More information about Faith Lutheran can be found on the welcome table located in the narthex
or on either credenza at the church entrances. If you have questions regarding the worship, please
feel free to ask an usher for assistance.

 Ifyou are a first time visitor, please « Please let Faith know if you or a loved one

introduce yourself to Pastor John. are admitted to the hospital or to a care
facility for rehab after surgery. The local
hospitals do not always notify us. Call
319.377.9700. If it is after hours, please
leave a message with your name, the
name of the hospital or facility and the
room number. Pastor John is happy to

Prepare for Worship offer solace and support.

Overview

Fat Camels and Narrow Needles: Only Possible for God

A rich man approaches Jesus and asks how to inherit eternal life. Jesus tells
him to sell what he owns, give the money to the poor, and follow. Jesus will
accept nothing less than our very selves. Like the rich man, we too are left
defenseless and grieving by Jesus’ radical call to
leave behind and give away what we count on for

our own security. He wants us, and therefore 2Nie'§ S(ljmdf?y Pentecost
- . st Sunday after Pentecos
also wants the things that keep us from him; he \salah 53:4.12

gazes upon us in love, even as he calls us to Psalm 91:9-16
leave behind our false sources of security. How Hebrews 5:1-10
hard it is for us camels to pass through the eye Mark 10:35-45
of the needle! We too grieve at the impossibility.
It is in fact impossible for us, yet more than
possible for God to make it so. For we have a
“great high priest who has passed through the heavens, the Son of God,” who is
both able to sympathize with our great weakness but also to provide mercy and
help. While eternal life on the other side of the needle is a free gift that only God
can give, it is a gift that claims the entirety of our lives and therefore reshapes
our stewardship of whatever earthly goods we do have. For first and foremost
we are called to follow the Christ who gazes upon us in love. Since we are his,
following him we will enter through the eye of the needle, leaving behind what
cannot fit through with us. In doing so we are promised that we will gain
everything: a hundredfold more in this life in a new community under the Cross,

“and in the age to come eternal life” (Mark 10:30).
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Sunday, October 10, 2021
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion

ELW Setting Four

9:00 am Worship

PRELUDE  “God Will Take Care of You”  Barbara & Steve
INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit
eternal life is a good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is
alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of
love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell
all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with
the message that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies
counter this message with the invitation to find life by divesting
for the sake of the other.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for

us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The prelude is a time for us to
prepare our hearts and mind for
worship. If conversation is
necessary, please try to be as
quiet as possible out of respect
for the person playing as well as
the other worshippers.

We begin worship with
confession and forgiveness not
to make us “worthy” to worship
God or to “get something off
our chests” so that we feel
better about ourselves. We
confess because we are sinners,
and our ability to love God and
neighbor perfectly is broken
beyond our ability to mend.
God, however, chooses to mend
us with God’s unfailing love
made known to us in Christ.
Receiving forgiveness in the
name of Christ at the beginning
of worship give us the ultimate
reason to rejoice and praise
God with our worship.
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ENTRANCE HYMN LBW 458
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Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of
faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what lies
ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and receive the

crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During
a time of great prosperity in the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet
speaks to the wealthy upper class. He warns his listeners that fulfilling
God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while corruption and
oppression incur God'’s wrath.

A reading from Amos.
°Seek the Lorp and live,
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and 1t will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.
'Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!

"“They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.

""Therefore because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,

you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;

you have planted pleasant vineyards,
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Most of the Prayers of the
Day are from historic
ecumenical sources. For
the most part, they are
addressed to the First
Person of the Trinity and
are concluded through
Christ and in the Holy
Spirit. The full trinitarian
termination is provided
for all of the Prayers of
the Day for the Christmas
and Easter cycles, a
simpler termination is
used for Prayers of the
Day during seasons for
which the color is green.

The Readings are those
portions of Holy
Scripture appointed to be
read aloud as part of the
liturgy. The collection of
these readings is known
as the lectionary. The
public reading of the
Word of God has always
been part of the liturgy
for Holy Communion,
reflecting the
continuation of an
ancient practice in
Judaism.
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but you shall not drink their wine.

“For I know how many are your transgressions,
and how great are your sins—

you who afflict the righteous who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.
“Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.

“Seek good and not evil,
that you may live;

and so the LorD, the God of hosts, will be with you,
just as you have said.

"“Hate evil and love good
and establish justice in the gate;

it may be that the LorD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 90:12-17
“So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
“Return, O Lorp; how long will you tarry?
Be gracious to your servants.
“Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning;
so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days.
""Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us
and as many years as we suffered adversity.
'“Show your servants your works,
and your splendor to their children.
""May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us;
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:12-16

We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom
we are completely accountable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our
human weakness and temptations, because he also experienced them.
Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to receive divine
mercy from Christ.

A reading from Hebrews.

“Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from
marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
“And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare
to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.

"“Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through
the heavens Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession.
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with

October 10, 2021
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our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as
we are, yet without sin. '“Let us therefore approach the throne of grace
with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Mark 10:17-31

Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s
eyes. Now, a conversation with a rich man brings his message home to
the disciples in a way that is surprising but unforgettable.

The holy gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

'"As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before
him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” “Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but
God alone. ""You know the commandments: “You shall not murder; You
shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false
witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.”” “"He
said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” *'Jesus,
looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what
you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me.” ““When he heard this, he was shocked
and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

“*Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will
be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” **And the
disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again,
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! "It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God.” ““They were greatly astounded and said to
one another, “Then who can be saved?” “Jesus looked at them and said,
“For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are
possible.”

“*Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and
followed you.” “"Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left
house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for
my sake and for the sake of the good news, ""who will not receive a
hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and
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The third and major
reading, from one of the
four Gospels, appointed
for the eucharistic
liturgy. By the second
century, the unique
character and

authority of the Gospels
of Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John had
been recognized and
acknowledged by the
Church. The title for
these writings seems to
have come from Mark
1:1.

The special status of the
Gospels granted their
reading a prominent role
in the liturgy. By the
fourth century, it was
customary to accompany
the Gospel announce-
ment and reading with
incense and candles.
Traditionally, the
reading of the Gospel
during the liturgy was
limited to those who had
been ordained.
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children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life.
“'But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Dr. Craig Nessan

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 483
“Here Is Bread”

APOSTLES’ CREED

The ancient ecumenical

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creeds are an attempt to

creator of heaven and earth. put into words what is
ultimately a mystery: the

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, nature of the Trinity, the
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, God we confess as Father,
born of the virgin Mary, Son and Holy Spirit or
suffered under Pontius Pilate, “Creator,” “Redeemer,”
was crucified, died, and was buried; and “Sanctifier.”

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

The creed is not a litmus
test or a loyalty oath one
must believe to be a
member of this church.
It attempts to describe
some of the ways God

the holy catholic church, reaches out to be in
the communion of saints, relationship with us and
the forgiveness of sins, all God’s creation.

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you.

Encourage us to welcome the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole

church in teaching, preaching, prophecy, healing, and more. Lord, in your

mercy,

hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, you bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the

trees. Increase the produce of the land and bless all who toil in fields and

orchards. Provide for good working conditions and keep them safe. Lord,

in your mercy,

hear our prayer. 9
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Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are
overlooked or forgotten. Open the hearts of local, national, and
world leaders to show such compassion and love for their
neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place
to lay your head. Provide safe places to sleep and rest for those
who have no place to live. Sustain ministries that offer food,
clothing, and peace of mind . Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Renewing God, you bring life out of death. Help us part with
those things that are no longer beneficial to us and open our
hearts to see where new life is budding in this congregation.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we thank you for the lives of those who have died
(especially). Make us confident in your promise of salvation and
support us in our own journey of faith. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known

only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

CHILDREN’S TIME

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

October 10, 2021
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THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

COMMUNION SONG
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Jesus’ disciples witnessed
how his prayer was
different from their own and
what they experienced in
Temple or Synagogue. They
asked Jesus, “Teach us to
pray.” This was Jesus’
example of how to pray from
the heart.
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COMMUNION The wqrds of the.
The body of Christ, given for you. Benediction remind us of

The blood of Christ, shed for you. God'’s promise to be with
us as we go into the world

Amen.
to share the good news of
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Jesus Christ. Words of
blessing can be found in
BENEDICTION both the Old and New
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with Testament. The most
us, + be upon you now and forever. common blessing,
Amen. known as the Aaronice
benediction, comes from
ANNOUNCEMENTS Numbers 6:23-27, “The
LORD bless you and keep
CLOSING HYMN ELW 705 you.” New Testament
“God of Grace and God of Glory blessings include Jesus’
words to the woman in
DISMISSAL Luke 7:50, “Your faith
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. has saved you, go in
Thanks be to God. peace,” and from

Galatians 2:10, we are
reminded that “They
asked only one thing, that
we remember the poor.”

Strengthened by God'’s
4 _ _ o o presence through Holy
g;)lﬁﬁ;llgﬁc?nigi l Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies C OMMUnio n, we go fOl" / h
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of to proclai m ﬂ’lCll‘ “The

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. ki
ingdom of heaven has

come near.” (Matthew
10:7)

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

We welcome today Rev. Dr. Craig Nessan. Dr. Nessan is Academic Dean and Professor of
Contextual Theology at Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, lowa.

Hearing assistance equipment is conveniently located at the back of the sanctuary by Danny
for any that are needing aid improving the quality and volume of the service. Please feel free to
give it a try.

His Hands Free Clinic provides valuable care to the uninsured and underinsured of our
community. Thrivent is sponsoring a supply drive through October 25th Check out the SEED
for needed items.

Men: Sign up now for a men's retreat at Camp Ewalu. Dates: November 5-6. See sign up
sheet on welcome table.

Pastor’s Class continues following worship at 10:15 am.
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Weekly Announcements October 10, 2021

Marion Senior Living Community needs you! We have in the church office, five dollar
Zi0 Johno’s coupons being sold (until October 31st) and can be used in as many quantities
as you wish and never expire. Jen has these $5 coupons for your purchase in the church
office and available for pick up on Wed/Thurs/Fri from 7:00 am—3:00 pm. The proceeds of
this fundraiser help MSLC continue to update and expand the service and security options
that assure the safety and well-being of our residents. Please help out if you are able!

Give Flower Coordinator, Sonja Gibbs a call at 981-2105 to schedule your flowers for
worship. The Flower Chart is available to sign up for an available Sunday to donate in
honor, in memory of, or in celebration of an individual or event.

Churches of Marion Food Pantry needs:

- Canned fruit, Canned meat, Peanut butter, Soup, Cereal, Box potatoes, Paper towels

- Toilet paper, Laundry detergent, Dish soap, Personal hygeine products.. Donations can be
dropped off at church on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 7:00 am - 3:00 pm.
Thanks in advance for helping our local neighbors in need.

The Marion Churches Impact Blood Drive will take place this Thursday, October 14th
from 2:00-6:30 pm at the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection. To sign up contact our
coordinator, Christy Pratt or scan the QR code to self-schedule online. Donors will get their
choice of a retro t-shirt or a gift card. All types needed as the usual 5+ days of supply are
down.

The Gathering Again Committee and the Council are taking steps to move forward

in reopening the church. The church building is now open including the doors near the
kitchen. The water fountains and coffee machines are still closed. Both sets of bathrooms
are open. Please be respectful and considerate of another person's space in the sanctuary
and elsewhere. Both the GAC and the Council are happy to listen to concerns and answer
any questions you might have. GAC members are Deb Aldrich, Mike Dautremont, Christy
Pratt and Pastor John. Council members: Steph Kubik, Deb Bell Geiser, Becky Kelsey,
Dave Koch, Deb Aldrich, Sue Tweeton, Christy Pratt, Chris & Barb Thompson, Mike
Dautremont, Jenny & Dustin VansCoy.

In conjunction with the Gathering Again Committee guidelines, we have established
protocol for people to not attend any indoor or outdoor event at Faith if you can
answer “yes” to any of these questions:

* Do you have a fever, cough, shortness of breath, loss of taste of smell, diarrhea or unex-
plained muscle soreness?

* Close contact with a person who may have Covid-19 in the last 2 weeks?

* A recent or waiting on a Covid-19 test in the last 2 weeks.

Please use hand sanitizer and wear a mask before going into the sanctuary to protect others.

Creation Station

We have added a small play center to the southwest corner of the sanctuary. The “Creation
Station” features a Noah’s Ark rug with plush and plastic animal. The toys are washa-

ble! We want our youngest members to feel welcome in worship and have a space to vent
their busy energy.

Nursery Available
Staffing Faith’s Nursery is still on hold, but we want families to know that the Nursery is
available. Coos, squawks and tantrums are always welcome in the sanctuary, but if caregiv-
ers wish to gently self-separate, Faith’s Nursery is available. Changing supplies are ready,
the TV shows the worship and toys galore will help entertain.
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Limitless Possibility

For the young, life can feel like a limitless landscape of possibilities. It can seem
there is nothing we cannot do or become if we simply set our minds to it. But as
we age, the possibilities may appear to shrink, whether through the choices we
make or through the limits of a world beyond our control. At certain points in life,
we may look at ourselves—who we are and what we have become—and see not
possibilities but, rather, inevitabilities. It may seem impossible to live any other
way than how we are currently living or for people to see us in any other way than
they currently do. We may struggle to see any way beyond our habits or patterns,

our history, or our current roles.

In today’s gospel, Jesus invites a man to leave behind everything he has known
and thought about himself to become Jesus’ disciple. To the world, the man is de-
fined by his wealth, but Jesus sees the man behind the possessions and loves
him. He sees past what seems inevitable about the man, to what God can make
possible. Yet, tragically, the man can only see the world’s vision of him, a vision of
limited possibilities. When Jesus calls him to leave his wealth behind, the man

thinks he is being asked the impossible and goes away heartbroken.

In the Christian assembly, the voice of Christ calls us to look past one another’s
worldly inevitabilities to the divine possibilities present among us. No matter what
moment of life we are in, it is never too late. No matter what our history of failures
or addictions, there are still more chances. No matter what we have been to this
point, there is still something new we can become. Jesus calls us to leave our-
selves behind in order to follow him, to rediscover who we are with a God for

whom all things are possible.

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #.New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the Na-
tional Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission.
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Faith has been serving the Marion-Cedar Rapids area for
more than thirty-seven years; supporting local ministries such as the Marion Food Bank,
Habitat for Humanity, and Senior Assistance Programs. We are in partnership with the
9,464 congregations, 26 Lutheran colleges and universities, 8 seminaries, 240 global
missionaries and one of the largest non-profit social service networks in the United States;
as well as Lutheran World Relief worldwide. All are ministries of the 3.8 million member
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
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Weekly Calendar

Sunday, October 10th

9:00 am........... In-Person Worship & Online
10:15 @M. Pastor’'s Class

Monday, October 11th

Tuesday, October 12th

Wednesday, October 13th
2-6:30 pm ........ Blood Drive @ Resurrection

Thursday, October 14th

Friday, October 15th

Saturday, October 16th

Sunday, October 17th

9:00 am........... In-Person Worship & Online
10:15 am...... Blood Pressure/Sugar Checks
10:15am. Pastor’s Class

October 10-17, 2021



